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Looking to the Future

Revitalizing Mentoring Communities

IHM Constitutions

Thelove of Jesus Christ formsusinto acommu-
nity, diverseasweareasindividuals. Inresponseto
thedivinecall to discipleship and apostolic service,
welivetogether in community with the Eucharistic
Christ asthe center of our life. Joined in aconscious
and intense sharing of hislifeand mission, wesearch
out together the Father’swill and offer one another
support and encouragement in seeking to fulfill it. The
thrust istwofold: the building of authentic community
within the congregation, and the extension and
strengthening of thewider community of al who be-
longto Christ. (p. 11)

Chapter 2002 Recommendation

That the chapter endorse effortsto identify, form
and support wel coming/mentoring communitiesin
various geographical areas of the congregation.

A Messagefrom Young Adults

Pastoral Plan of the
Third Continental Con-
gress on Vocations

W)

| “Plesseopenly witness
# | toyour faith, by being

| available. Specificaly,

3 (weask) youwho livethe
| | consecratedlife...tooffer
I I

usan authentic and joyful witnessto your way of life,
that we may experiencethe passion of your service.
Invite usto shareyour excitement and deep love of
Christ and HisChurch.”

Our response

Our Constitutions, the recommendation of Chap-
ter 2002 and the young adults statement for the Con-
tinental Congressinviteand challengeustorevitalize
and renew our commitment to create mentoring com-
munitiesfor thelife of the congregation. Thus, after
much study, re-
search, dia-
logue, prayer 9
andreflection b
we havefor-
malized our past
andevolving
experiences.

Inthe Sum-
mer 2003issue
of New Life
Notes, Sr.Ann
Barbarastates,
* Ascommuni-
tiesare called on to open their doorsto those experi-
encing formation, it isimportant to reflect onthein-
gredientsthat makethiswork.”

Weinviteyou to pray and reflect and dialogueon
some of theingredients.




A Mentoring Community v+ A Mentoring Community is
g

Corrjmlts to _ % P Willingto
% Personal and communal prayerina b~ i '_.‘: < Beopentothediversity of new
. variety of forms . ' members and one another
% Diaogueanddiscussionaround A ‘“‘r < Grow and be changed by the
matters affecting thegroup Tyl -:'f experience

++ Participation and compani qni ng < Bepatient withthegradual
new membersincongregationdl - “aleies T [ T <-##  processof incorporation of the
ectivities . Boces . VRS O new member

+ Makingvisiblethejoy of our vo- A ;
cationas|HM

+ Actively shareour charismin
ministry

All mentoring, especially spiritual mentoring,
Is a form of empowerment that
helps others discern their vocations,
acknowledge their gifts and
begin to give shape to their dreams.
Edward C. Sellner

Reflection and Discussion Questions

X/
L X4

How do you expressyour commitment to religiouslifewithout focusing exclusvely onministry?

X/
L X4

What gift do you reflect asacommitted woman? How will you usethisgift to mentor new members?

X/
L X4

Women entering religiouslifedesirequality
common life. What, inyour local community,
fillsthisdesire?

X/
L X4

When hasamentoring relationship allowed
you to form abond with someonewho was
very different fromyou?

X/
L X4

When have you recognized in hindsight that
someone served as amentor to you?

X/
L X4

Inwhat wayshave opennessto God, integrity,
and a sense of presence been expressed by
your mentors?



