Response to Sister Mary Persico’s talk at the Reunion  July 7,2007

by Sr. Maria Rose Kelly, IHM
It’s a privilege to do this responding and to have had a chance to read and sit with Mary’s talk over these last few.

I must say that I saw my life pass before me – not that I thought I was drowning – but looking back  at– in particular unearthed feelings that I hadn’t focused on in a long time.

I had forgotten about the blissful exuberance of Vatican II – the wild hope of more openness, participation, studying scripture as never before, being “the people of God”.

They were heady days of hope. I was going to Manhattan College in those days and I truly believed I was living in the future.

I had forgotten about the rocky, painful road after those beginnings --  the uneven response of clergy and parishioners and we ourselves, the parishes moving full steam ahead – the parishes moving full steam back, the Sisters moving full steam ahead and the Sisters seeing the value of a slower, more tempered response . Because Msgr Al Conlin is connected to us here at the IHM Center these days – I want to herald him as the finest pastor I’d known in those times:  open, encouraging, learned, funny - shepherding IC into the future. 

I had forgotten about General Chapters filled with hope and despair,  

I had forgotten about the deep pain and confusion of those days of so many friends leaving the Congregation.   Of feeling fatalistically, it was probably only a matter of time when I would be doing the same.  I want to mention Josine Shannon here as the human who helped me the most to negotiate these troubled waters.  I value to this minute her steadiness, her centered life.  I encourage each of you to think of and speak about those who  helped you negotiate such rough waters.

I had forgotten how hard those days were.  Mary, you reminded me – you reminded us.

On the other hand, I was very glad to be reminded of the hope to which we are presently called – and I think the thing that struck me the most – besides words about our present newest members – were your words about how today we are more humbly collaborating 

with other congregations, with our tri-IHM people and Oblate Sisters, Catholic Health East, with our new IHM Associates.    I take great hope in these words: “We will be faithful daughters of the Church, remembering that fidelity is neither conformity nor blind faith.”

I want to end  by suggesting a few other songs along with The Way We Were – as fitting these days and past days and future days   that Mary has spoken of so very well:

How about  “Crazy”   I’m crazy for feeling so lonely????


           I’ve looked at life from Both Sides Now – from up and down and still somehow – it’s life’s illusions I recall, I really don’t know life at all.

Hey, It’s good to be back home again.  Sometimes this old farm seems like a long lost friend.. Hey it’s good to be back home again.

And my personal favorite:  Through many dangers, toils and snares, we have already come.

It’s  grace
that brought us safe thus far….and grace will lead us home..  The End

